Abstract
Introduction
Rectus sheath hematoma due to rupture of epigastric vessels has been reported in the literature as a complication of anticoagulant therapy (1, 2) , subcutaneous abdominal injection of insulin (3) , after severe coughing bouts (4) , pregnancy (5) , connective tissue disorders (6) , hematological disorders associated with alcoholic liver disease (7) . Symptoms range from slight abdominal pain to hypovolemic shock. We report a rare case of an extremely large rectus sheath hematoma, resulting in acute renal failure (ARF) due to hemorrhagic shock and obstructive uropathy. (Fig. 1A) , and compressed the urinary bladder (Fig. 1B) , with bilateral hydronephrosis (Fig. 1C) 
Case Report

A 54-year-old woman was transferred to the intensive care unit (ICU) in our hospital for management of septic shock and disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC). She had a long history of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE
d i n t h e l e f t r e c t u s s h e a t h ( A) . No t e t h a t t h e r e c t u s s h e a t h h e ma t o ma c o mp r e s s e d t h e b l a d d e r ( a r r o w) a n d s h o we d a f l u i d -f l u i d l e v e l ( a r r o wh e a d ) wi t h i n t h e ma s s i n t h e l o we r a b d o me n ( B ) , a n d r e s u l t e d i n wo r s e n i n g o f b i l a t e r a l h y d r o n e p hr o s i s ( C) . At h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n d a y 6 5 ( D) , t h e h e ma t o ma h a d d e c r e a s e d i n s i z e f o l l o wi n g c o n s e r v a t i v e t r e a t me n t .
Though the patient had mild hydronephrosis and renal dysfunction in association with lupus cystitis and nephritis on admission, the large rectus sheath hematoma worsened both the hydronephrosis and renal function. ARF, which is a sudden reduction in glomerular filtration rate (GFR), can be classified into prerenal, intrarenal and postrenal causes.
In the present patient, prerenal ARF resulted from volume depletion and hypotension due to a large rectus sheath hematoma. Further, large hematoma in the lower abdomen induced postrenal ARF caused by bilateral hydronephrosis (9) to compress the bladder (10) . Thus, we considered that the rectus sheath hematoma induced ARF due to hemorrhagic shock and obstructive uropathy.
Historically, the diagnosis of rectus sheath hematoma is often missed. Titone et al (11) 
